Minutes of General Meeting of Loughborough Junction Action Group

8 pm, 19 October 2009

Harry Caddick Community Centre, 63 Lilford Road SE5 9HN.

Chair: Tim Gaymer 

Apologies: Veronica Ball, Michelle Collett, Flora Patten, 

1.
Recap of achievements of LJAG so far 

· community noticeboard now in place

· website (address and basic page in place, the rest still being worked on)

· funding from Lambeth received and partly used to publicize the meeting

· a constitution for the group, now adopted

· updating the loughborough junction blog

· input to the loughboroughjunction email group

· several meetings

2.
Front garden / display competition

The competition is scheduled for next summer.  Currently at the pre-planning stage. Plans to be finalized for launch in February 2010.


Current proposals include:

· different categories for entries: (eg. Best Residential, Best Commercial, Best window box/ hanging basket, Best vegetable display, Best kept street/part of street)

· approaching local businesses for prizes

· Aardvark to be asked to give compost to competitors

More ideas and voluteers welcome!

Contact: Carolynn Russ: carolyn52{at}hotmail.com




Trista Selous: 07546 566 264, trista.selous{at}btinternet.com




ljactiongroup{at}gmail.com
3.
Exhibition

There Is a proposal to stage an annual exhibition of work by local artists.


The series could be kicked off by the WE ARE LOUGHBOROUGH JUNCTION project, run by Conor Masterson, Matty Matterson and Paul Adlam, in which photos of local people taken by Conor over 3 days last summer will be displayed in large and very large format in the local streets. Currently scheduled for early in 2010.


SE5 forum has promised to match funding for this project from LJAG.


Lambeth Archive will preserve the images after the exhibition.

Benefits of the WALJ project inlcude:

· ‘walking trails’ through the streets to look at the photos – familiarizing people with their local area

· publicity for LJAG as a supporter of the project

· publicity for Loughborough Junction through publicity for the exhibition in the media

· “surprise and delight around every street corner”


Contact: Conor Masterson: conor{at}conormasterson.com / 07930 406559



Paul Adlam  paul.adlam1{at}virgin.net / 07779093804




Matty Matterson mmatterson{at}gmail.com / 07811 402928

There was a proposal to have an art auction – each artist donating a small piece – to raise money for this project, or else for the…

4.
Street Party

There is a proposal to hold a street part next summer, in the small streets immediately around the station, on either side of Coldharbour Lane, which can’t itself be closed.


Cllr Jim Dickson offered to help arranging road closures and suggested the street party could coincide with the Big Lunch if this is being repeated.


Volunteers to help organize the street party welcome!

Contact: Elise Leclerc: 07914 244 793, ljactiongroup{at}gmail.com
5.
Volunteers

More people are needed to join the LJAG committee, currently 6 people.

People are also needed to get involved in the various projects.


contact: ljactiongroup{at}gmail.com
6.
Councillors Q&A

Cllrs Jim Dickson and Becca Thackray were present.


a) The Green Man – the latest.



The Green Man is scheduled to open in November as a “skills hub”.



It will house various bodies, including Job Centre Plus and Connexions, 



and be a centre for training. 



Cllr JD thought it should be possible to have a community space 



in the building and that it would be a good base for LJAG.


b) The ‘Ward purse’


This now seems to be called the Community Action Fund. It is a fund of about £12k for each ward. Cllrs nominate schemes to be funded. The money has to be spent on capital items.


Hanging baskets and trees could be bought with money from this fund.


Lambeth street care will maintain hanging baskets.


Stephanie Hudson is Lambeth’s Capital Fund Programme Officer and will provide help and advice: Shudson{at}lambeth.gov.uk

7.
New housing and retail development

There is a proposal to develop a site between Hinton Road, Coldharbour Lane and the railway line. The developers are Notting Hill Housing Trust, backed by a group of investors. 


The current proposal is to build a supermarket over 2 storeys, with 11 storeys of housing above that on the Coldharbour Lane side, tapering down to lower-rise on the other sides of the development. The housing would be one-third social housing, one-third shared ownership and one-third private ownership.


Noted:
· There is currently no masterplan for the Loughborough Junction area, which means that there is no overall plan that the developers must comply with.

· a 7-storey development of affordable housing, combining social housing and shared ownership flats, is already under way at the corner of Lilford Road and Coldharbour Lane.

· ‘Section 106’ (of a planning law?) means that  developers can be obliged by councils to invest in providing additional benefits (eg: environmental) to the local community as a condition of the planning application being approved.

· a masterplan takes a long time to set in place and couldn’t be established before the planning application for the development goes in.

· the first step in producing a masterplan is to get the council to agree to fund its production.

· communities can develop their own master plans.


Comments on the development from those present:
· the local area is sadly underdeveloped and local development could be a very good thing, particularly if it is architecturally significant.

· impact on the rail infrastructure could be positive, or negative, depending on whether provision is improved to cope with more users, for example with a platform on the East London line.

· supermarkets are of questionable benefit to the local area, providing low paid jobs for local people and taking money out of the area.

· a larger supermarket might increase the number of people coming to the area and improve things for local shops, if they modify their offer slightly. This has been the effect of the arrival of Sainsbury’s in Herne Hill.

· it would be possible to invite a ‘people’s supermarket’ to the area. http://www.peoplessupermarket.org/home/
· the local infrastructure would need improving to cope with large numbers of new residents. eg.  providing many more primary school places, improving roads, etc.

· the local businesses need to be involved in discussions.

· large blocks of housing are not necessarily good for communities, particularly if they are separate units occupying a space which non-residents do not walk through.


Consultation

Before an application can  be approved there must be a consultation process, carried out by both the council and the developer.


This should involve exhibitions, public meetings and discussions with local tenants and residents’ associations.


It is important that the local community are involved in the consultation process and make their views known.

8.
Other events

The councillors mentioned:

· The Herne Hill expo on 31 October 1-5 pm outside Herne Hill station and in the tunnel to Herne Hill road, an art and community event.

· Brain of Lambeth competition – later this month. Like a pub quiz, but not in a pub.

· Lambeth residents can vote for improvements to their local area. The forms can be obtained from the Town Hall or the council website.

9.
Refreshments
After this the formal part of the evening ended and those present were invited to enjoy some refreshments and informal discussion.

Minutes by Trista Selous

19.10.09

