Minutes of General Meeting of Loughborough Junction Action Group

8 pm, 16 February 2009

Harry Caddick Community Centre, 63 Lilford Road SE5 9HN.

Co-Chairs: Tim Gaymer and Elise Leclerc

1.
Introductions.

2.
Update on achievements:


a) Community notice board. 

Council will fund purchase and installation out of the Ward Purse, but not maintenance.


The pavement outside the station is to be repaired soon and, as this is LJAG’s preferred position for the notice board, it should be put up as part of the same works.


Action: 
LJAG to monitor this process and, if possible, check on siting.




agree on place to keep the key which will offer ready access.


b)
‘Milestones’

These are proposed actions to be undertaken by LJAG and funded by LB Lambeth. Still currently under discussion with Lambeth’s forum support officer Gerry Evans.


Any money from Lambeth must be spent by 31.3.09


(i) increasing and diversifying membership: at present LJAG plans to hold general meetings every 2-3 months. 

Publicity: The experience of Herne Hill forum has shown that leaflets through doors is the most effective method of bringing people in.


Discussion noted the difficulty of leafleting blocks of flats, which even professional distribution companies aren’t always able to cover.


Action: (Committee) decide on publicity methods to be used and implement them.



(Trista) Send out draft milestones doc to committee and insist on responses.


(ii) Campaign against reduced staffing of Loughborough Junction station 


Thanks to Veronica Ball for bringing this issue to LJAG’s attention.


LJAG’s petition against staffing cuts gathered 280 signatures and has been sent to First Capital Connect, MPs and councillors.


First Capital Connect received around 500 letters and emails protesting against the cuts.


The campaign was featured in the South London Press on 6.2.09


Support is being sought from the police in the form of the Coldharbour Safer Neighbourhood Team.


(iii) Blog/website/email group


The blog http://loughboroughjunction.wordpress.com/ set up by Nick Wells has been running for some time and has had over 6000 hits.


The email group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/loughboroughjunction/ currently has 45 members and is an active discussion forum.

Nick is currently working on constructing a website and there is some talk of a Facebook page for LJAG


The aim is to give Loughborough Junction an internet presence, publicize local businesses and events, attract more members for LJAG and create a network of links with other sites.


Action:   (Nick) finish work on website




(everyone with an interest in LJ) write for the blog and add links.


(iv) Street trees

Carolyn Russ has produced photos of different locations in Loughborough Junction with trees added in, which she has sent with an application to Trees for London.

This applicaton has also been fowarded to LB Lambeth.


It was noted that Lambeth has an ongoing programme of tree planting.


Also noted that TFL select trees for their suitability for their eventual site in terms of size, safety, effects on light, etc. 


Action:  
(Carolyn/Trista) chase up application to TFL?




Speak to Lambeth’s street trees department.


Cllr Rachel Heywood also noted that 

pedestrian phase for traffic lights at the crossroads of Coldharbour Lane, Hinton Road and Loughborough Road will soon be in place.

the Council plans to spend £5000 on improving shop fronts, smartening up the area and reviewing the ownership of derelict properties on the Colharbour Ward side of Coldharbour Lane.

3) 
Street cleanliness

Streetcare’s Neighbourhood Supervisor Jason Prentice explained that he works with the contractor Veolia on street cleanliness.


Problems in this area can be reported to Lambeth Streetcare on 020 7926 9000 or via email at streetcarecallcentre@lambeth.gov.uk.


For serious and/or persistent problems emails should be marked for JP’s attention.


Various problems were discussed:


(i) bad smell at the junction of Lilford Road and Carew St. This has been a problem for some time. Cllr Rachel Heywood suggested it might be caused by Aardvark Recycling, which recycles food waste. There has been a complaint from a local resident, but as this person is a Southwark resident and Aardvark is in Lambeth nothing has been done.

RH also noted that Aardvark offer free compost to community groups and local people.


Aardvark can be contacted at:


Aardvark Recycling 61 Lilford Road London SE5 9HY 


0845 337 2939


info@aardvarkrecycling.org.uk

http://www.aardvarkrecycling.org.uk/commercial/home/
(ii) electrical boxes without doors. There are a number of these between LJ station and the Loughborough Estate. They are attracting rubbish. JP noted the problem and said it would be looked into.

(iii) overflowing recycling bins and piles of bags. It was noted that recyling  bins tend to be full while there is a surplus of wheelie bins for general waste.

JP said that streetcare are currently dealing with this problem by removing black bins that are found empty when the binmen come to empty them.

People who find their bin has been removed and want it back, and people who want to request green sacks for garden waste, can contact Streetcare at the addresses or number given above, or by visiting the Streetcare pages of the Lambeth council website. 

http://tinyurl.com/dyvudk
In the context of this discussion it was also noted that work has been done on the street lighting on Coldharbour Lane, but the lights are still not working. Cllr RH assured the meeting they would soon be functioning.
4)
LJAG’s aims for 2009

(i) Greater diversity of membership, people coming to meetings and input to ideas. Council funding for actions described at 2) (b) above should help with this.


(ii) Giving Loughborough Junction a visual identity. This idea is currently focusing on the bridges. LJ has 9 of them. LJAG would like to work with Network Rail to get the bridges painted.


Herne Hlll forum have previously attempted to work with NR to paint the bridge in Herne Hill, but obtained nothing more than an offer of free paint.


Cllr RH said she has met with NR and that smartening up the bridges is the next priority. 


She suggested photos of the bridges should be taken and posted on the blog.


She also suggested that a member of the LJAG should attend meetings held once every 2 months between Lambeth, local businesses and Network Rail.


Action:  take and post photos of the bridges 




identify LJAG representative to attend meetings with NR, LBL, etc.




There followed a discussion of the use of the railway arches. NR is currently acting against businesses who are breaking their tenancy agreements by dumping rubbish or playing very loud music late at night. This has made NR unpopular in some quarters. However Cllr RH stressed that neither NR nor Lambeth want to drive businesses out. It’s just that they must behave properly.


She also said that NR has some work to do improving facilities in the arches, such as installing proper toilets.


There is a move in Lambeth to encourage more tenants in the creative and cultural industries to move into the arches.


Action: James volunteered to take on the bridges.


(iv) There is a plan to run a competition to find a logo for Loughborough Junction. Nick Wells and Conor Masterson are in charge of this.


(v) Guerilla gardening Various people have recently expressed enthusiasm for this. Sites mentioned have included a large space on the Loughborough Estate, which it seems the council plans to clear and use for a community food growing project, in which the local GP surgery and schools are also involved.


Action: James to find out who owns the patch of grass in front of the billboards on the corner of Coldharbour Lane and Loughborough Road.


Also mentioned in this context was the ‘invisible food’ project run by a Loughborough Estate resident. Currently she is producing a map of the local area showing places where wild food can be found. This project is also linked to the Food Up Front organisation.


Useful links for these and other activities include:  http://www.projectdirt.com/groups and http://www.projectdirt.com/group/foodupfront

(vi) Events

Ideas for events include a Festival of Light in LJ


Street meals


An LJAG stall at the Friends event in Ruskin Park


It was noted that the Coldharbour School of Music is based in the church on Lilford Road, where the children rehearse. The music is primarily Latin American and the band has played in the bandstand in Ruskin Park.


Action: contact Friends of Ruskin Park to find out about getting a stall at their event.



contact Coldharbour School of Music as part of LJAG effort to engage with local organisations and diversitfy membership.

5)
Date of next meeting

Proposed date was 21 April, though as this is a Tuesday, it should probably be the 20th, at the Harry Caddick centre. To be confirmed.


It was suggested that a meeting should be held beforehand for the different groups within LJAG working on different projects. No date was set.

6)
LJAG Constitution 


An interim constitution based on the constitution of the Herne Hill Forum was adopted until the next general meeting in April. 

Action: Proposed constitution to be made available for discussion prior to and at the next general meeting of LJAG.

7) 
AOB

It was noted that LB Lambeth still intend to move into the old Green Man premises on the corner of Coldharbour Lane and Hinton Road. This will be used as an ‘employment hub’ to tackle worklessness in the area.


The Safer Neighbourhood Teams of the police will probably also move in there, as will a scheme to work with offenders on breaking the cycle of offending. Lambeth plans to invest in this centre over the next 2-3 years.

Meeting ended around 9.45.

Trista Selous

16.2.09
